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CHILD OF MARY. 


“Child of Mary!’’ Name of honor, 
Prouder far than kingly crown, 

God Himself to win that title 
From His heavenly throne came down. 


He, the Fir&t-born Child of Mary, Thou of Mercy’s self art Mother, 
Calls us to His Mother’s side, And thy heart is meek and mild, 
Shares with us His dearest treasure, Open wide thy arms and take me 
“Mother! ’twas for these I died.”’ As a mother takes her child. 
O Immaculate, unfallen, “Child of Mary.’’ May my feelings, 
Tarnished by no breath of sin! Thots, words, deeds, and heart’s desires 
Yet I dare to call thee ‘‘Mother!”’ All befit a lowly creature 
Open, Mother, let me in! Who to such high name aspires. 


Ne’er shall sin (for sin could only) 
From my sinless Mother sever — 
Mary’s child till death shall call me, 
Child of Mary then forever. Rev. M. Russell, S.J. 


+ >o<+— 
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The “Golden Book” on True Devotion to Mary. 





BOUT two hundred years ago, a man, sent by 
God, bearing in his hand a rosary and with the 
Ave Maria on his lips, wrought marvelous con- 
versions, by practicing and teaching the divine 
secret of the life of union with Jesus through 
Mary, which the Most High had in the clearest 

manner revealed to him. This singularly destined servant of 

God, Blessed Grignon de Montfort, was given to this world but a 

short time, but he embodied his doctrine in an immortal work, in 

the treatise of the True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin. 

Gifted with a prophetic spirit, the saintly missionary foretold 
in several passages of his treatise that there would be an extraor- 
dinary increase of love and veneration to the Blessed Virgin. “God 
wills,”’ he says, “that His most holy Mother be better known, more 
loved and honored than she has hitherto been.” 

But he also foretold the fate of his little treatise, saying: “I 
foresee that beasts will come in mad rage and with their demoniac 
teeth tear to pieces this little work and him who composed it, 
or at least these unhappy spirits will bury the manuscript in a 
trunk that it cannot be printed. They will also persecute those 
who read this work and propagate the devotion, and who put 
into practice what it teaches. But this will not matter; on the 
contrary, ’twill be all the better! The consciousness of all this 
encourages me and makes me hopeful of a degree of success, 
that a certain army of brave and valiant soldiers of Jesus and 
Mary will be formed in consequence.” 

All this came literally to pass. The author died in 1716. 
And the precious manuscript, after having been unknown for 125 
years, even hidden for 50 years in a trunk which was buried, at 
last fell into the hands of a religious of the Society of Mary. 
Rome, after examining De Montfort’s work in reference to his 
cause of beatification, recommended it to “the piety of the faith- 
ful” and “to the attentive consideration of apostolic men.” 


When Will This Happy Time Arrive? 


With prophetic eye Blessed de Montfort foretold the effect of 
the true devotion announced by himself, saying : 

“Ah, when will the happy time arrive in which Mary will be 
proclaimed the Queen and Mistress of all hearts, in order to sub- 
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jugate them entirely to the dominion of her Divine Son? When 
shall souls breathe the love of Mary the same as bodies breathe 
the air? Marvelous things will come to pass when the Holy Ghost 
finds the image of His faithful Spouse represented in souls; He 
will then pour Himself out upon them with His gifts, and fill them 
especially with heavenly wisdom, that He may operate in their 
souls the marvels of His grace. When will this happy time, this 
age of Mary be at hand, in which souls, entirely forgetting and 
denying themselves, will become living images of Mary, in order 
to love and glorify Jesus Christ? 

“This epoch of Mary will not arrive until the devotion which 
I am teaching will be known and practiced. In order that Chriét’s 
kingdom may come, Mary’s kingdom must come first. And this 
time will be at hand when the book of the True Devotion will be 
propagated, for by this means only will this heavenly doctrine be 
made known.” — It appears that we are nearing the time in which 
Blessed de Montfort’s prophesy is to be fulfilled. 


Recommendations of Learned and Devout Men. 


Pius X., in audience with the Very Rev. P. ’Hommeau, Su- 
perior General of the Congregation of Mary, mentioned that 
previous to his publication of the Immaculata-Encyclical, he had 
read the precious little work of Blessed de Montfort. On this oc- 
casion the Holy Father said that this treatise on the true devotion 
to Mary is “truly beautiful,” and personally wrote as follows: “We 
urgently recommend Blessed de Montfort’s marvelous treatise on 
the true devotion to the Blessed Virgin, and impart our Apostolic 
blessing to all its readers.” We hear the truths of this “golden 
book,” therefore, from the chair of Peter. Happy, all who lend 
a willing ear, who learn about and practice them. 

Cardinal Vannutelli of Rome says: “I am glad that this won- 
derful book of Blessed Grignon de Montfort regarding the true 
devotion to Mary has been put upon a candlestick. Happy, a 
thousand times happy, the age in which the truth shall again be 
known and practiced. On that day will Christ reign over souls. | 
pray that this devotion be spread everywhere.” 

Cardinal Archbishop Richard of Paris calls “the study of the 
true devotion to Mary very beneficial; this book cannot be circu- 
lated widely enough. ..” 

The former Dominican General, Fruewirth says: “It is a 
most commendable thought to popularize the writings of Blessed 
de Montfort ever more and more. These are wonderful papers in 
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which the burning love of this servant of God for the Blessed 
Virgin as well as his knowledge of theology shines forth.” 

His Eminence, Cardinal Vaughan wrote to the clergy of his 
diocese: “In my humble opinion no one can do anything better 
than spread the knowledge of this golden treatise on devotion to 
the Mother of God... The world over, a most favorable opinion 
has been formed regarding the writings of Blessed Grignon de 
Monifort: they are profound, rich in content, inexhaustible. They 
require frequent perusals, but, as experience teaches, they leave 
in the soul their lasting fruits.” 

Father Faber, who, having lived in a Protestant country, is 
an authority regarding the propagation of the true devotion to 
Mary, wrote as follows after having studied and practiced this 
devotion for ten years: “God is pressing for a greater, a wider, a 
Stronger devotion to His Blessed Mother. I cannot think of a 
higher work or a broader vocation for any one, than the simple 
spreading of this peculiar devotion of Blessed Grignon de Mont- 
fort.” But he adds: “It is not sufficient to read this treatise once. 
It contains, I might say, something so sublime and supernatural, 
that as often as a person reads it, he receives new ideas and 
inspirations.” 

In another passage Father Faber writes: “Mary’s position 
given her by true theology is entirely too little known, and there- 
fore greatly decreases veneration of the Mother of God. Hence it 
is that Jesus is not loved, that Protestants are not converted, that 
the Church is not exalted, that souls are not sanctified, that the 
sacraments are not rightly frequented, or souls evangelized. Jesus 
is obscured because Mary is kept in the background. Thousands 
of souls perish because Mary is withheld from them. It is the 
miserable unworthy shadow which we call devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin, that is the cause of all these wants and blights, these evils 
and declines.” 

Rev. Albert Weis, O. Pr., the well-known apologist, says the 
following regarding De Montfort’s True Devotion to Mary: 

“Truly, it is most important and necessary, to impart to our 
times a glowing love and devoted enthusiasm for Jesus Christ, the 
source of all perfection and sanctity. But the way, through Mary 
as shown by Blessed Grignon is evidently the most pleasing and 
the easiest to obtain perfection, as our time is so unfavorably 
inclined to austerity and penance. Would that all who are con- 
cerned for the sanctification of mankind, who are earnestly solicit- 
ous for the welfare of the holy Catholic Church — would that they 
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might preach and follow this way to the utmost of their ability.” 

The great moralist, August Lehmkuhl, S.J., expresses himself 
as follows regarding this devotion to Mary: 

“A special recommendation of this devotion is superfluous. 
Without doubt it is a thoroughly Catholic devotion. To whom 
Christ gives Himself, the Christian may also without hesitation give 
himself. If Christ wishes to give Himself to us through Mary, then 
nothing is more pleasing to Him than that we give ourselves to 
Him through Mary. ‘Before the beginning and before all time,’ 
says Pius IX. in the bull Ineffabilis, of Dec. 8, 1854, ‘God has 
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loved her so much above all creatures, that upon her alone rested 
all the fullness of His affection and complacency.’ If such divine 
love is bestowed on her, no human love can be too great for her. 
Nor could any human love be better applied than by giving it 
after God to Mary. 

“In order to restore souls to Christ,” continues Lehmkuhl, 
“and to His grace and mercy, Blessed de Montfort made extraor- 
dinary efforts to excite and to spread the devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. He thus writes: ‘It is by the most holy Virgin Mary 
that Jesus has come into the world, and it is also by her that He 
-has to reign in the world. It is by Mary that the salvation of the 
world was begun, and it is by Mary that it must be consummated. 
God wishes, therefore, that His holy Mother should be at present 
more known, more loved, more honored, than she has ever been.’ 

“What can be truer than these principles of Blessed Grignon? 
And if they are true, what can be more desirable in these times 
of ours in which indifference for Christ and His Church has be- 
come so extensively spread, than to possess in the devotion to 
Mary so excellent a means, to lead souls back again to Christ?” 
So the famous moralist. 

Rev. GuStave Persiani, archivist of the Congregation of the 
Holy Office, and canon of the basilica of St. Lawrence, says in his 
biography of Blessed de Montfort written in Italian, “Blessed de 
Montfort has left us a little treatise, so sublime and charming, that 
the most distant centuries will yet be kindled with love to the 
Blessed Virgin therewith.” 


We Have Just Printed the Golden Book. 


It is incredible how precious and numerous are the excellent 
fruits of salvation which spring forth for individuals, for families, 
for religious communities, yea, for whole parishes, from the pe- 
rusal of this golden book, and from the practice of this devotion. 
But as the secret of the true devotion to Mary was written two 
hundred years ago, and the manner of expression was adapted to 
that age and to the religious circumstances of the time, the treatise 
is not so easily understood by the ordinary Christian. It were 
necessary, therefore, that authors and spiritual directors explain 
this devotion to the people. This, however, being often connected 
with great difficulties, we have reproduced this treatise in a clear 
and intelligible form, omitting what was not easily understood or 
of minor importance or repetition. Thereby even ordinary Chris- 
tians are enabled easily to comprehend and practice this devotion, 
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especially if they frequently read the book and meditate on its 
contents. 

In addition to the explanation of the true devotion, the book 
contains a number of beautiful prayers composed by Blessed de 
Montfort, in the spirit of this devotion. Furthermore, it contains 
three Mass devotions and six Communion devotions in honor of 
the Mother of God, two Confession devotions, devotions for the 
month of May, and special prayers for all the principal feasts of 
Mary. 

In a word, this truly golden book will be for many just what 
they have long desired, not only with regard to the selection of 
excellent prayers to the Mother of God, but because it makes the 
pious reader familiar with a devotion which comprises incompara- 
bly more than the mere reciting of a few prayers to the Queen of 
Heaven. Oh, how many will rejoice in the possession of this book! 

As our periodical, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” begins its 
tenth volume with this May issue, we shall give this golden book 
of five hundred and twelve pages as a premium to those who 
circulate this magazine. 

For 3 new subscriptions paid in advance, we will mail you a 
copy of the True Devotion to Mary, in black binding, red edges. 

For 5 new subscriptions paid in advance, we will mail you a 
copy of the True Devotion to Mary, in black binding, gilt edges. 

This offer holds good for the whole year. We have this book 
also in the German language and give it only as a premium. 

All who zealously venerate the Mother of God, will feel amply 
recompensed for their trouble in soliciting new subscribers when 
they receive this precious book in which the most sublime and 
charming manner of venerating the Blessed Virgin is taught in so 
clear and simple a manner. 

Some may say they are not able to procure new subscriptions, 
but with earnest endeavors much can be accomplished. However, 
should this really be impossible, then the amount to pay for three 
or five new subscriptions may be sent in, and we will mail the 
magazine to some poor persons who would like to subscribe for it 
if they had the means. 


eae 


REMARK.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Apparition of Our Lady of the Golden Sheaf. 





ALF hidden on the wooded hillside unknown to 
the ordinary traveler, loved by all the country 
round for Mary’s shrine, lies the quiet village of 
Ammerschwil, Alsace. Very simple, but charming 
in its poetry and simplicity, is the legend attached 

ai to this old sanctuary. In 1491 a country laborer 

was bitten by a serpent, as he passed along a path on the hillside, 
returning from his day’s mowing. He died from the effects of the 
bite; and his pious widow placed a statue of Our Lady of 

Compassion in the trunk of the oak tree near which her husband 

had met with the accident, together with an appeal to passing 

travelers to pray, on that spot, for the repose of his soul. 

A short time after, on the 14th of September of the same 
year, a blacksmith, named Thierry Schoer, on his way to the 
neighboring town of Morschwil, stopped to pray before the 
Statue. Scarcely had he begun his devotions when Mary, in all 
her heavenly glory, appeared to him. She said: “My son, the 
people of the country around have aroused the anger of God by 
their sins; and if they do not repent, many scourges will come 
upon them. The ice you see in my hand is an image of the hail 
ready to fall in all seasons, and destroy the harvests; whereas the 
Stalk of wheat, with its three ears, which | carry in the other hand, 
shows the time of fertility, and the blessings ready to be showered 
on the country if the people repent. Rise, go to Morschwil, and 
tell the people what you have seen and heard.” “But, Lady,” 
said Schoer, “no one will believe me.” “Nearly all will believe 
you,” answered the celestial visitor, as she disappeared. 

The blacksmith felt both deeply touched and greatly troubled. 
He wished to obey the Queen of Heaven, but dreaded the ridicule 
of the people. He went to the town, and there fear triumphed. 
His purchase of wheat being completed, he was about to return 
home, without having spoken of the celestial Apparition, when, to 
his astonishment, he found it utterly impossible to lift his bags of 
grain. Despite all his efforts, and those of the friendly neighbors 
who hastened to assist him, the bags remained hopelessly fixed to 
the ground. Understanding the wonder as a merciful warning, 
Schoer hastened to relate the vision. The priests and magistrates 
believed him; the people did penance; and, in remembrance of 
the heavenly admonition, a chapel was erected on the hillside and 
dedicated to Our Lady of the Golden Sheaf. It became a popular 
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sanctuary, and was favored some years later by a great miracle. 

One morning a wretched man received Holy Communion in 
the chapel, for the sole purpose of profaning the Sacred Host. 
Scarcely had he received the Bread of Life when he left the 
chapel, and threw the Host into the grass outside. Instantly a 
Stalk of wheat, bearing three ears, sprang up, and the Sacred Host 
settled in the miraculous stem. A swarm of bees flew to the 
spot, and wove a beautiful network around the Host, thus forming 
a waxen ostensorium; while angel voices filled the air, entrancing 
those who witnessed the prodigy. The Father guardian of the 
sanctuary, having been summoned, carried the Sacred Host to Its 
resting-place in the tabernacle. 

The pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of the Golden Sheaf 
became one of the most celebrated in Alsace. In 1636 the 
passage of the Swedes arrested her triumphs for a time. The 
cruel invaders burned her sanctuary; but, strange to say, Mary’s 
statues — one an earthen image, the other carved in wood — were 
found, later on, beneath the ruins, both uninjured in the least. 
The earthen statue was the original image placed in the oak by 
the pious widow, and Still exists in the chapel built in 1656 by 
Monsieur du Lys, a canon of St. Dié. 

Owing to the efforts of this holy priest, the Alsacian pilgrim- 
age was happily revived. After his death the Capuchins of 
Colmar took charge of the sanctuary till the Revolution. Then 
the two statues were transferred, for greater security, to the parish 
church; and the inhabitants of Ammerschwil bought the chapel, 
thus preserving it from destruction. In 1804 pious pilgrims 
sought out the venerated shrine, and soon Our Lady of the Golden 
Sheaf beheld her children at her feet once more. Since 1842 the 
sanctuary has been cared for by missionaries, and each year at 
least 30,000 pilgrims visit the shrine. 

















Devotion to Mary. 





A Sign of Predestination.* 

ITH regard to our eternal salvation, let us never 
forget that we have no perfect security, on the 
contrary, that there is a possibility of a dreadful, 
eternal damnation awaiting us. The more 

, X anxious we are to escape this eternal misfor- 

CS tune, the more we should be concerned in 

looking about for signs of predeStination and pre-election. Devo- 

tion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, is, according to the teachings of 
the saints, a strong sign of predestination. 

“Happy are they,” says St. Bonaventure, “who enjoy Mary’s 
favor. The blessed in heaven consider them as their future 
companions.” According to St. John Damascene, God inspires 
devotion to Mary only in those whom He wishes to save through 
Mary. “He who bears this seal, namely, devotion to Mary, will 
be recognized by God as His own.” Albertus Magnus, the great 
Doctor, therefore writes, that devotion to Mary is the surest sign 
of one’s eternal salvation. St. Ephrem calls the veneration of the 
Mother of God the entrance to paradise; and St. Bernard calls love 
to Mary a vehicle to heaven. 

St. Francis Borgia feared that those who did not practice 
great devotion to Mary would not have the grace of final perse- 
verance. St. John Berchmans wrote down for himself this pre- 
cept: “I am uncertain of my salvation as long as I have no tender 





* This article is well suited for extensive circulation. An inexpressible 
amount of good will thereby be effected. 25 copies, 50 cents. 60 copies $1.00 
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love for the Blessed Virgin.” O let us pray for great devotion 
to Mary, for our eternal happiness depends thereon. 


Devotion to Mary, a Sign of Predestination for Sinners. 


Devotion to Mary is a sign of predestination especially for 
sinners, because through her intercession they obtain the grace of 
true sorrow and penance. Sinners who do not trust presumptiously 
and wish to abandon sin, will find their salvation in Mary.” He 
that shall find me, shall find life, and shall have salvation from 
the Lord.” These words of Holy Scripture the Church always 
applies to Mary. 

Our Lord revealed to St. Catherine of Siena that He created 
this His beloved daughter that she might serve Him as a most 
sweet bait wherewith to allure souls, and especially to bring back 
sinners. The Blessed Virgin said to the Ven. Sr. M. Villani, 
“After the title ‘Mother of God’, I consider it the greatest glory 
to be called ‘Refuge of sinners.’” And to St. Bridget she said, 
“As the magnet attracts iron, so do I attract the most hardened 
hearts in order to reconcile them with God. When a sinner in- 
vokes me, I pay no attention to the number or grievousness of 
his sins, but merely consider the prayer that arises to me.” 

St. Gertrude once beheld the Mother of God clothed in a 
wide mantle which she held open, and beneath which many wild 
animals, such as, lions, bears, tigers, etc., took refuge. Mary did 
not frighten them away, but received them with loving caresses. 
The saint understood from this vision that these animals repre- 
sented the sinners who take refuge to Mary. One day Saint 
Magdalen de Pazzi, when in ecstasy, beheld in mid-ocean a small 
vessel, in which were all those who loved and venerated Mary. 
Mary herself stood at the helm and directed the ship into the 
harbor. From this, St. Magdalen recognized that all who place 
themselves under Mary’s protection, are, in midst of the dangers 
of the world, preserved from the shipwreck of sin and of eternal 
damnation, because Mary guides them safe to heaven. Richard 
of St. Lawrence says, “All who are outside of this vessel will 
founder on the sea of the world.” 

Many sinners who had sold their souls to the devil, and who, 
when considering their abominable crimes, were about to give 
themselves up to despair, were drawn back from the abyss be- 
cause they still hoped with confidence in Mary. St. Bernard 
exhorts sinners with these words: “If you shudder at the enor- 
mous burden of your sins, think of Mary, call on Mary. 
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Devotion to Mary, a Sign of Predestination 
in the Hour of Death. 


Never do we stand more in need of the protection and aid 
of the Mother of God than in the hour of death. At death, the 
just as well as sinners are exposed to incredibly great dangers. 
There are the pains of one’s illness, the pangs of conscience on 
account of the sins committed, the terror of the approaching 
judgment, the uncertainty of our salvation, and especially the 
assaults of the wicked enemy. It was revealed to a number of 
saints how great the rage of hell is toward the dying; the evil 
spirits then redouble their fury because their time is short. Persons 
who had lived in the fear of God, were noticed to grow pale 
with fright when they came to die, to tremble and toss themselves 
about on their bed, and to break out in sighs and lamentations. 
O how dreadful is the struggle with the enemies of our salvation; 
we can form no idea of their fury and wickedness. 

But Mary is the terror of the evil spirits. Whosoever venerates 
Mary will not be abandoned in the hour of death. Mary will 
then be to him what a mother is at the death-bed of her child. 
St. Alphonsus says, “Since the day on which Mary had the 
happiness and at the same time the grief to be present at the 
death of her Divine Son, who is the head of all the pre-elect, 
she obtained from God the grace to be present at the death of 
all who are destined for life eternal.” Mary is therefore con- 
sidered as the first patroness of the dying, and for this reason 
the Church exhorts us to pray after every Hail Mary: Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour 
of our death. 

In the lives of the saints, marvelous things are often recounted 
of how Mary appeared to them in the hour of death. The death- 
chamber is our Heavenly Mother’s special sphere of activity. 
Mary has snatched from Satan countless numbers of souls in their 
last hour. If the greatest sinner in the last hour invokes Mary 
with a contrite heart, he cannot be lost. St. Alphonsus on one 
occasion told a religious who was greatly concerned about her 
father’s salvation, “Your father died with the name of Mary on 
his lips; any one who dies after pronouncing this name will not 
be lost.” Mary herself said to a saint, “I will not abandon in 
their last hour those who venerate me.” Let us therefore daily 
pray to Mary for a happy hour of death. 
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The Evil Spirits Hate Devotion to Mary 
and Try to Prevent It. 

We may be assured that Satan hates nothing more than if 
a soul nourishes devotion to Mary, because all who venerate the 
Mother of God, he considers as lost to himself. Many a time 
the evil spirits speaking through possessed persons were compelled 
to make marvelous revelations regarding devotion to Mary. In 
the vicinity of Carrasco, where St. Dominic was preaching on the 
rosary devotion, there was a heretic who was possessed by a legion 
of devils. At Mary’s command the demons were compelled to 
testify to many great and consoling truths regarding devotion to 
Mary, which no one can read without deep emotion. 

Through another possessed person Satan said that two classes 
of persons do him much harm: those who spread devotion to 
Mary and those who wear the scapular. Satan detests especially 
the scapular of Mt. Carmel. He once cried out by the mouth of 
a possessed person, “O scapular, how many souls hast thou 
snatched from me and from hell!” To this scapular is attached 
the great promise, that whosoever dies clothed with this garment 
will not have to endure the fire of hell. 

St. Bernard asserts that the demons tremble in hell when 
they hear the name of Mary. St. Alphonsus says, that when 
Holofernes planned to capture the city of Bethulia he first cut 
off the aqueduct by which the inhabitants received their supply 
of water; in like manner the evil one does his utmost first to rob 
souls of their devotion to Mary, and after they are deprived of 
this channel of grace, he can easily get them in his power. He 
endeavors to rob the just and the sinners of their devotion to 
the Mother of God, or at least to weaken it, and if any one fails 
to practice this devotion, he is in great danger of falling into 
sin. Satan knows how much the just stand in need of this de- 
votion in order to persevere. With devotion to Mary sanctity 
increases; in the school of love to Mary saints have been formed. 

Father Faber mentions four reasons why many do not acquire 
sanctity, and one of these is, lack of devotion to Mary. The evil 
spirit tries to rob sinners especially of this devotion, because he 
knows that he who loves and honors Mary, will sooner or later 
be saved by her. No matter how low a sinner may have fallen, 
never should he give up venerating Mary, but should pray to 
her daily. Satan tries particularly to prevent sermons on the praise 
and veneration of Mary. Father Faber rightly says, “Thousands 
of souls perish, because Mary is withheld from them.” 
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In What does the Devotion to Mary Consist? 


Now, if devotion to Mary is a sign of predestination for the 
just as well as for sinners, it is most important to know in what 
this devotion really consists. P. Gallifet,S. J., answers this ques- 
tion, saying: “A threefold act or threefold sentiments constitute 
the essence of devotion to the Blessed Virgin: 

1. Reverence, on account of her exalted dignity as the 
Mother of God. 

2. Confidence in her power and goodness. 

3. A tender and filial love for her.” 

He says further, that to imitate the virtues of Mary is, with- 
out doubt, the most beautiful ornament of our devotion to her, 
but this is in reality the effect and fruit of this devotion, not its 
essence. If this devotion consisted essentially in the imitation of 
the virtues of the Blessed Virgin, the consequence would be that 
anyone who failed to imitate the virtues of Mary would have no 
devotion to her. And what would be the result? Only devout 
and holy souls could then claim to have devotion to Mary, while 
sinners would all be excluded therefrom. 

May God*spare us from upholding such an opinion which 
is so contrary to the opinion of the Church, for the Church calls 
Mary the “Refuge of sinners,” and invites all to place themselves 
with great confidence under her protection. It is certain and be- 
yond all doubt that sinners may have devotion to Mary as well 
as the just, and experience often proves that many sinners practice 
this devotion in a high degree. 

Devotion to Mary is a germ which God has placed in the 
soul, and if it is nurtured it may at last bring forth fruits of true 
penance. It is of inestimable consequence for the salvation of 
sinners that this germ be not smothered and torn out from the 
heart. But this is done when a person guided by misdirected zeal, 
places all his devotion to Mary in the imitation of her virtues, 
and considers every other kind of veneration useless. Why are 
so few sinners truly converted? Because they are wanting in 
devotion to Mary. Would that souls were being led more fre- 
quently to Mary — how different would be the reception of the 
sacraments! Mary alone raises up those who have fallen and 
obtains for them the grace to make a good confession. 


We Must Daily Venerate and Invoke Mary. 


In order that devotion to Mary be a sign of predestination, 
we should give daily proofs to our Heavenly Mother of our rev- 
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erence, love and confidence towards her and continually beseech 
her for her aid. God chose Mary to be the Queen of heaven 
and earth, and for this reason He desires that all heaven and 
earth should venerate her. God has elected her to be the treas- 
urer, the administratrix and dispenser of all graces, so that all 
gifts of grace pass through her hands. “Mary is the channel, as 
it were,” says Pope Benedict XIV., “by which the waters of all 
gifts and graces flow to the hearts of men. 

St. Bernard and many other Fathers of the Church teach 
expressly, that God wills that all things be given to us through 
Mary. God has given us the Redeemer through Mary, and in 
like manner He desires to give through Mary all graces which 
Christ has merited for us. St. Bernard therefore exhorts us to 
seek the grace of God, but to seek it through Mary. The more 
we love and venerate the Mother of God, the greater are the 
graces she obtains for us; she is so grateful, that she leaves not 
a single Hail Mary unrewarded. 

We read in the lives of the saints that they gave to Mary 
daily tokens of their love and devotion. They visited her 
churches and images, daily prayed the rosary or office of the 
Blessed Virgin, fasted on Saturdays, often on bread and water, 
and gave generous alms in her honor. Mary revealed to a number 
of saints that it is very pleasing to her if in her stead we thank 
God for the graces and prerogatives He bestowed on her. 

A slight degree of devotion, if practiced daily and _ perse- 
veringly, may obtain for us great graces, yea, it might be the 
sole means of our salvation. The Mother of God once said to 
Ven. Mary of Agreda: “Numberless are those whom I have 
snatched from the infernal dragon, because they still practiced 
some devotion to me, even though it were but a Hail Mary, or 
some invocation which they pronounced in my honor.” 

An impenitent criminal who was already on the scaffold was 
asked to kiss a picture of the Mother of Sorrows. He did so, 
‘ - and immediately he felt contrition for his sins and died reconciled 
f to God. A sinner who loves to pray the Hail Mary and daily 

honors the Blessed Virgin with this salutation cannot be lost. 


—- 


Alms-giving in Honor of Mary. 


Mary, the most perfect image of her Son, has nothing more at 
heart than that her children practice Christian charity. She loves 
each and every one, but especially, like her Son, does she love 
the poor. She incessantly impresses her clients with the great 
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promises which our Lord gave to the merciful: Be merciful and 
you shall obtain mercy; and adds: Be merciful, as | am the Mother 
of mercy. This virtue of our Heavenly Mother we all can imitate. 
The greatest graces Mary obtains only for the merciful. Although 
great is her power and goodness, yet she cannot save those who 
are uncharitable. 

St. Bridget prayed to Mary a long time for a great sinner, 
who, however, was not saved. The saint asked Mary why the 
soul of this person was not saved, and the Mother of God replied, 
“Because | found nothing in his life that I could offer to God; he 
never once performed a real act of charity.” Devotion to Mary 
and alms-giving in her honor are two wings wherewith the greatest 
sinner can fly to heaven. St. Gregory Nazianzen testifies, that in 
no manner can we obtain favor so readily as when we perform 
works of charity in her honor. 

Many saints gave alms in honor of Mary, especially on 
Saturdays. St. Gregory tells of a shoemaker who every Saturday 
distributed his earnings among the poor. A devout soul beheld 
in a vision a magnificent palace being constructed for herself 
in heaven, but only on Saturday was any work done on it. 
P. Guttierez, S.J., says that he never prayed to Mary for a grace 
in vain. When this servant of God was assassinated, his brethren 
saw how Mary commissioned a number of virgins to wrap up 
his body and carry it away. 

Alms-giving was also practiced by St. Eberhard, bishop of 
Salzburg. A holy monk beheld him in the form of an infant in 
the arms of Mary who said, “This is my beloved son Eberhard 
who has never refused me anything.” If we seek for a special 
grace through Mary, let us place our acts of charity into her 
hands, and she will obtain for us great graces for soul and body. 


Images of Mary. 


It is a special ordinance of Divine Providence that in so many 
parts of the Christian world there are places of pilgrimage in 
honor of the Blessed Virgin, to which for centuries pious pilgrims 
have flocked to show their love and veneration for Mary. The 
Mother of God has manifested by many miracles how pleasing it 
is to her if her images are visited and venerated. At these shrines 
of Mary we may well exclaim with the Patriarch Jacob, “This is 
the house of God and the gate of heaven” (Gen. xxviii. 17). The 
blind obtain sight, the dumb speak, the sick are healed, obdurate 
sinners are entirely transformed. Many receive counsel in difficult 
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matters, consolation 
in suffering, strength 
in temptation, aid in 
trouble, and almost 
every one receives 
interior heavenly joy 
and new strength of 
life. Only think of 
Lourdes. What won- 
derful occurrences 
are connected with 
the miraculousimage 
of the Blessed Virgin 
there and in so many 
other places. It is 
remarkable that so 
many Benedictine 
monasteries are fa- 
vored with miracu- 
lous images of the 
ever Blessed Virgin. 
One reason may be 
because the Bene- 
dictine rule breathes 
the spirit of charity 
and fervent prayer. 
We read in the lives 
of the saints and of 
great men of the 
pilgrimages they 
made to the miracu- 
lous images of Mary. 

Not only in these places are the images of Mary sources of 
many graces, but all pictures and images of the Blessed Virgin 
may be so if we visit them devoutly. We may convince ourselves 
of this, if in any special affair we make nine visits to an image of 
the Mother of God in our church or some other place near by. 
Mary will not fail to come to our assistance if we invoke her with 
confidence. Mary always gives her aid in some manner. It was 
never known that anyone who with confidence took refuge to her 
was left unaided. 

It is also very salutary to carry a picture or image of Mary 
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about one’s person. St. Ignatius, the founder of the Society of 
Jesus, carried a picture of the Mother of Sorrows in his bosom. 
Let us show veneration to every picture of Mary by greeting it 
with the words, “Hail Mary.” St. Bernard once saluted an image 
of Mary in this manner, whereupon he distinctly heard the words, 
“Hail Bernard.” Thus does Mary reward those who venerate her 
and her images. It is also much to be recommended that beau- 
tiful pictures of Mary, such as inspire one with devotion, be kept 
in our sitting rooms and sleeping rooms. * 


The Greatest Proof of Love That We 
Can Give to Mary. 


When St. Aloysius was nine years old, he wished to give 
Mary a special proof of his love. He therefore went to a church 
and before an image of the Blessed Virgin made the vow of 
perpetual chastity. Mary is particularly pleased with those who 
venerate her by the vow of chastity and by the vow of virginity. 
Mary is the Queen of virgins. Her chastity and virginity were so 
sublime, that the highest seraphim are unable worthily to express 
themselves concerning it. She possessed this virtue in so high a 
degree, that she might justly have preferred it to the dignity of 
being the Mother of God, had it not been precisely this virtue 
that most qualified her for a dignity so inexpressibly great. 

For this reason, pure and virginal souls are dearest to Mary. 
St. Mechtild saw the Blessed Virgin before the throne of her 
Divine Son surrounded by a great multitude of virgins. Our 
Lord once said to her, “No creature in heaven or on earth is 
so much loved by Me as souls that are pure and virginal. At 
the death of St. Stanislaus Kostka, Mary appeared to him ac- 
companied by a band of virgins. Virginal souls form the court 
of the Queen of heaven. 

Virginity imparts to the soul a resemblance, a relationship 
to the angels, those pure spirits, the princes of heaven. For 
this reason chastity is called the “angelic virtue.” “Pure souls 
are sisters of the angels.” St. Ambrose calls Mary the standard- 
bearer of virgins. O how great is Mary’s joy in heaven when 
a soul here on earth places herself beneath her standard and 
resolves to live a pure, virginal life! Survey the garden of holy 
Church, cast a glance into the cloisters of all ages; truly, the 


* We can furnish pictures of the Mother of God that are really beautiful 
and inspire one with devotion. See advertising section. 
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field is sown over with innumerable snow-white lilies, a charming 
spectacle for God, for the angels and for men. 
In the world, also, many are called to the state of virginity. 
t “All men take not this word, but they to whom it is given” 
(Matt. xix. 2). A person who in our time desires to lead a life 
of purity and virginity in the world, must frequently receive 
} Holy Communion and have great devotion to Mary, for Satan 
rages against those who are pure. The vow of virginity although 
greatly to be recommended, should, by persons in the world, not 
be made without the permission of their confessor. This vow 
} which may be made in honor of Mary, is accompanied by special 
| graces. Any one who, with the permission of his confessor, has 
made this vow, should daily renew it before an image of Mary, 
especially when violently assailed by temptations against chastity, 
for this practice causes great terror to the devil. 

St. Magdalen de Pazzi says that, whenever we renew the 
holy vows we made to God, the union of the creature with the 
Creator is also renewed. God is thereby reminded of the joy 
afforded Him the first time this sacrifice was made. She says 
that this practice is as pleasing to Mary as though Mary herself 
were renewing the vow of virginity. It is a great joy for the 
angels, but especially for the choirs of virgins, if they perceive that 
the virtue they so much loved is being ever more and more 
cherished. 

Graces will then pour abundantly into these happy souls and 
new strength and vigor will be given them. 

The saintly lay-brother, Alphonsus Rodriguez, heard an in- 
terior voice saying, “Persevere in the practice of renewing your 
holy vows before me, and all will be well with thee.” St. Magdalen 
de Pazzi calls the renewing of the vows “the prize and the 
treasures of paradise;” “the chains of divine love.” Father Cenuto, 
a Jesuit, was accustomed to renew his vows verbally a hundred 
times a day. 

O Queen of virgins, pray for us; inspire noble-minded virgins 
to pray for the grace of a religious vocation. 


ar 


Approbation and Recommendation. I beg to say that your pe- 
riodical of the Blessed Sacrament “Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ 
has my hearty approval and recommendation. 

St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905.  M. F. Burke. 








HE “Revue Mariale’”’ of Lyons, organ of the 
International Marian Congresses, gives an account 
of the cure of two religious that was effected in 
the vatican by the Holy Father. Two nuns be- 
longing to the Stigmatines, a congregation affli- 
ated to the order of St. Francis, had been 

suffering for years from tuberculosis, and, according to the opinion 
of the physician, had but a short time to live. Both were about 
the same age, somewhat more than twenty. The idea occurred 
to them that, if they could make a pilgrimage to Rome and receive 
the Holy Father’s blessing, they would be cured. The superior at 
first naturally refused their request; but as they continued to plead, 
she finally, in order to do them a last favor, gave her consent. A 
second permit was necessary, namely, that of the physician. He, 
however, would not hear of such a thing. “It were down right 
folly,” he said. The two religious made novenas, one after 
another. Finally the physician consented. “Well,” he said, “if 
you wish to die in Rome, you may go.” One more permit was 
required, that of the Provincial of the Franciscan Order, and like- 
wise was obtained. 

The journey to Rome was undertaken without delay. When 
stepping from the train at Rome, one of the nuns was so weak that 
she fell to the ground. The Belgian ambassador who happened 
to be present had both of them taken to the hospital of the Francis- 
can sisters. Later on they were visited by the Provincial. Surprised 
at finding them in such a condition he exclaimed, “Had I known 
that you were so ill, you would never have obtained my consent 
to come to Rome.” 

“So much the better that you did not know it,” replied one of 
the nuns smiling. 
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The sisters were cared for at the hospital for eight or ten days 
before they were able to be taken to the vatican. Meanwhile a 
petition for an audience had been sent to the Holy Father and a 
physician was called in to give temporary relief to the sufferers. 
He was a specialist in the treatment of tuberculosis and the president 
of the Medical Bureau in Rome. He examined the patients and 
told them that they had only a few days more to live. But they 
declared to the physician that they had come to Rome to be cured 
by the Pope. 

“Why sisters, what are you thinking of! By such ideas you 
only bring ridicule upon your religion; do you expect the Pope to 
work miracles? In our time,” said the learned doctor, “the pool 
of Bethsaida does not exist.” 

**Vidremo, we will see,” replied one of the nuns. 

Their petition for an audience with the Holy Father was 
granted. It happened that a French Franciscan, P. Dane, had an 
audience on the same day, and the Provincial requested him to 
present the two religious to His Holiness. They were taken to the 
vatican and went up the elevator to the second floor where are 
the Papal apartments. Several halls and corridors had to be 
passed through before coming to the audience-chamber. As the 
two patients, each supported by a sister from the hospital, attempted 
to walk, they broke down. Father Dane hastened to the spot to 
give them the last absolution. They were placed in armchairs, 
and the guards carried them to the audience-chamber. Shortly 
afterwards Pius X. appeared. The Holy Father first spoke a few 
words to P. Dane, then he looked at the two religious and asked 
who they were. 

“Two nuns, Your Holiness, who beg your blessing,” was the 
reply. The monk had not the courage to add, “in order to be 
healed,” his confidence was too weak. 

“Are you ill?” the Pope asked the two in French. He seemed 
to say these words in the tone of voice in which our Lord said, “I 
have compassion on the multitude!” 

P. Dane remarked to the Holy Father that they were Italian 
nuns, whereupon His Holiness again asked, “Poverete, siete 
ammalate? Are you ill?” 

“Yes, Holy Father, we beg your blessing that we may become 
well.” 

“Holy Father, cure me, that I may be able to observe my 
” said one of the sisters. 
The Pope paused a moment, then said: “Yes!” the expression 


rule, 
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in his answer reminded one of the words in the Gospel: “‘Volo 
mundare, I will, be thou cleansed.” 

“Yes, and you will observe your rule for a long time yet, you 
will be a consolation to your superior and will do much good for 
the souls of others.” 

“Heal me, too, Holy Father!” said the other sister. 

“Yes, yes,” replied the Holy Father, and pronounced the 
blessing over them with such piety, as though his words came 
directly from the Heart of God. 

After they received the blessing, both were seized with a sudden 
trembling to which the Pope paid no further attention. He spoke 
a few more words to them, then turning to P. Dane said, “Now 
let us talk about our affairs,” and they went into an adjoining 
room. When they returned, P. Dane said to the Pope, “One more 
blessing, Holy Father.” 

“Yes, I will bless you once more.” 

The two nuns fell on their knees. — The Pope left the room. — 
Thereupon they seized P. Dane’s hand and said, “‘Patre, siamo 
guarite, Father, we are healed!” 

“Yes, you will be restored to health, for the Pope has said it,” 
replied the Father, and called the basslanti, the carriers, to take 
the nuns out again. But they both arose and with firm steps walked 
through the halls and corridors without assistance. 

“What is the meaning of this?” asked the amazed bystanders? 

“These are two sick nuns who had just been carried in,” re- 
plied the priest deeply moved, his eyes filling with tears. One can 
easily imagine what an impression this occurrence made on all. 

After their return to the hospital the two sisters first went to 
the chapel to give thanks to our Divine Lord; they were then 
conducted to the refectory, and they who for ten months had taken 
only liquid food, were served with ham and other solid victuals. 

The physician was again summoned. Upon his arrival he 
was greeted with the words, “Doctor, they are cured!” 

“Cured! Vedremo, we shall see,” he answered. 

He examined them and found that the fever had left them.— “I 
need three days to discover whether the cure will last,” the doctor 
said. 

Further examination showed no trace of the disease, nor any 
affected spots. As he was an honest and upright man, he gave, 
at request, a physician’s certificate, and testified to the condition 
of the patients before and after their visit to the vatican. 

Later on, the superior of the hospital where the sisters had 
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been cared for had occasion to see the Holy Father and said to 
him, “Holy Father, do you remember the two nuns who came 
here ill?” 

“Yes, yes, | remember them.” 

“They have taken charge of their classes again.” 

“Ah,” replied the Pope, “they had the faith.” 

We impart these facts to our readers just as the papers accord- 
ing to an eye-witness have published them, without anticipating 
the ecclesiastical investigation. 

It would seem that by these wonderful occurrences God wished 
to say to certain Catholics of modern tendency: “If you do not 
want to believe the Pope’s words, at least believe his deeds which 
confirm the truth and seasonableness of his words. 

Sermonem confirmans sequentibus signis. He confirmed the 
words (of the apostles) with signs that followed. 


mer 


The Saints without Exception Honored Mary. 





We find in the lives of all the saints of whom we have more 
detailed accounts, that next to Jesus, the God-man and Redeemer 
of the world, Mary, His virginal Mother was the foremost and prin- 
cipal object of their love and devotion. They endeavored by word 
and writings to arouse in the hearts of others, the same sentiments 
towards the Blessed Virgin with which they were penetrated, being 
convinced that devotion to Mary is the surest means to obtain eter- 
nal salvation; yea, they designated this devotion, as a sign of pre- 
destination and predilection. This is expressed again and again in 
the writings of St. Alphonsus Liguori, this highly favored client of 
Mary. He never wearied speaking, preaching and writing about 
“this good Mother,” as he called her, and likewise made it an ob- 
ligation for the members of the Congregation he founded, and most 
earnestly admonished all priests and preachers to follow this prac- 
tice. This saint says: “We priests could honor Mary far more if 
we proclaimed her praises on the pulpit and endeavored to inspire 
others with devotion to her, “They that explain me shall have life 
everlasting’” (Eccles. xxiv. 31). 
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The Mercy of God. 





HE well-known Rev. F. X. Weninger, S. J., reported the 
following occurrence: “One of the priests belonging to 
our Society, constantly felt impelled to go to America. 

Every year he wrote to the General at Rome, begging his 
consent, but the petition was always refused. This devout 
priest, already past seventy years of age, again and again presented 
his petition. “What in the world can be the reason that this 
poor old priest wants to go to America?’ queried many a one. 
And as he was unable in his advanced age to do a great deal 
of work in Europe, the Superior decided to let him go. The 
priest who so long had felt urged to go to the American 
missions started on his journey. 

“Arriving on the Western continent, he was obliged to cross 
a river in order to reach his destination. He was taken to the 
opposite bank in a canoe by Indians. As he steps ashore a 
crowd of savages surround him. Suddenly, one of their number, 
an old Indian ninety years of age, gets excited and cries out, “This 
is the man, this is the man!’ and reaches out his hand to the aged 
priest. His companions are greatly surprised at his strange con- 
duct and want to know the reason. 

“ ‘Brethren,’ he said, ‘I know and love the great Spirit, and I 
have always wished to serve Him, but did not know what He 
wants me to do, nor do you know it. The great Spirit showed me 
this man in a dream, and said: He will tell you.’ 

“These words were interpreted for the missionary. — ‘Ah, you 
wish to become a Christian and I should baptize you?’ asked the 
missionary. ‘ 

“Well, you should know that, for you are the man of whom 
the great Spirit spoke to me.’ 

“ ‘All right, I will instruct you, for tomorrow I must leave.’ 

“All that day the priest instructed him by means of an inter- 
preter. When he was about to administer baptism, the old Indian 
knelt down, the priest poured water over his head and pronounced 
the words: I baptize thee in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost. Scarcely had he finished, when the 
Indian fell dead to the ground — baptized and dead! The priest 
looked at him, and raising his eyes heavenward, said, ‘Now I know 
the reason why I had to come to America; it was to save the soul 
of this aged Indian. I have nothing more to do in America.’ 
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“That same evening after the good old priest retired, he, too, 
was summoned to his eternal reward. Both bodies were laid to 
rest in the same grave.” 
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Rescued from the Jaws of a Wolf. 





N the Dialogos miraculorum, we find related the following oc- 
| currence: A lady of noble rank, residing in a castle at Treves, 

had an only child, a girl of three years, whom she sent toa 
neighboring farm to get the benefit of the fresh air. While the 
child was at play, and momentarily unnoticed by her nurse, a wolf 
came out of the forest near by, seized the little girl between his 
teeth, and ran back into the thicket. A number of people hastened 
in pursuit of the beast, but their search was in vain. 

The mother being informed of the terrible occurrence, for a 
moment seemed as though petrified, then swooned away. As soon 
as she regained consciousness she said in a firm voice, “It cannot 
be! The wolf has not devoured my child!” Instead of hurrying 
out into the forest to find the fragments that the pursued animal 
might possibly have dropped of its prey, the mother hastened to 
the chapel, where she was accustomed daily to pray before a statue 
of the Blessed Mother holding in her arms the Divine Infant. 
Beside herself from excess of grief, yet, full of confidence in Mary, 
who is a compassionate Mother in all afflictions, she took the 
Infant from the arms of Mary, and weeping bitterly, said, “O 
Mother, full of grace! never will I return to thee thy Son, until thou 
wilt give me back my child unharmed.” 

And behold the miracle! The wolf let go of its prey, and the 
frightened little girl ran back to the people crying, “The bad wolf 
bit me!” The traces of the animal’s teeth were plainly visible on 
the child’s neck. Shouts of joy broke forth from the crowd on 
account of this miraculous rescue. The news quickly reached 
the apartment of the afflicted mother, who, overcome with joy 
and gratitude, immediately ran to the chapel, and restoring the 
little statue of the Infant Jesus to the Blessed Virgin exclaimed 
gratefully, “Since thou, O Mother full of grace, didst give back 
to me my child, I now return to thee thy Infant.” 
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) 
: 
A Good Way to Solve the Labor Question. 
| 
| 


N officer of high rank called on the renowned German field- 
marshal Count Gottlieb Haeseler at Harnecop. The servant 
expressed regret that the Count was out with the laborers 

on his lands just then, and the visitor would be obliged to look 
for him there. After crossing over several fields, the officer reached 
a potato patch where a number of men were digging potatoes. He 
scarcely believed his eyes when he discovered among their num- 
ber the Count, who in the sweat of his brow was working with 
might and main with the rest. The Count greeted his visitor with 
great courtesy and cordiality, regretted, however, that just then he 
could not spare a moment’s time, until he had finished the work. 

Why was the field-marshal himself engaged in the labor of 
digging potatoes? His workmen had petitioned him for a raise 
of wages, as the work was hard, and they could hardly make ends 
meet. Count Haeseler replied, that before he would raise their 
wages, he wished to convince himself whether or not the work 
was hard and poorly paid. The old Count of seventy years, 
therefore, went out in the morning to work with his men, took a 
short rest like they, and partook of the same food that was pre- 
pared for them. All day he persevered in this labor, so unusual 
for a commanding general. In the evening when the day’s work 
was done, he said to his laborers, “You are right, the work is hard 
it has not been paid well enough; you shall have a raise.” 
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Mary and the Poor Souls in Purgatory. 





universe and of the regions below. Her dominion 
extends as far as the dominion of her Son Jesus 
Christ. As this Queen is also the Mother of 
mercy, she is especially solicitous for all who are 
in need, and to this class belong in the first place 
the souls in purgatory, whose Queen she is called. 

Dear reader, no doubt, you also have dear departed ones in 
that place of torments, who are awaiting your assistance. You 
can aid them so easily, especially if you apply to Mary, the com- 
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fortress of the afflicted, the Mother of mercy. To encourage you, 
to be an apostle, a brother or a sister of mercy to the suffering 
souls, consider well the following truths, and thus give joy to 
Mary, consolation to the suffering souls, and obtain for yourself 
great benefit. 


The Poor Souls in Purgatory, the Most Helpless of All. 


For themselves they can do nothing whatever anymore. 
Despite their uninterrupted prayer, their marvelous patience in the 
midst of the flames, their burning love for God and ardent desire 
to behold Him face to face, despite their deep contrition for the 
sins of their past lives, they can neither mitigate nor shorten their 
inexpressible suffering, for the time of merit has irretrievably passed, 
for them “the night hath come in which no man can work” 
(John ix. 4). 

If no one espouses their cause, these poor holy souls must 
suffer on until the last farthing is paid, until the entire debt is 
expiated. Thus does Divine Justice demand, whose dominion 
begins when the dominion of mercy and forbearance has come to 
an end at death. While we during life may draw abundantly from 
the treasury of the merits of Jesus Christ and may partake at His 
holy table of a heavenly banquet, the souls in purgatory must 
content themselves with the crumbs that drop from the table of 
their living brethren, and which are handed to them. 

History tells of a Spanish king having been dethroned and 
afterwards cast into a wretched prison. Once mighty and esteemed 
and in possession of great riches, he had led a life of pleasure and 
enjoyment; now he was poorer than the poorest beggar in his 
kingdom. A friend, the only one of his followers who had remained 
faithful to him, obtained permission to visit his dethroned king in 
this subterranean dungeon. As he entered, the latter cried out, 
“Ah, my friend, of all my great kingdom, of all my treasures, noth- 
ing is left to me but this frightful place, where I pine away and die 
in misery!’ 

The case is similar with the souls in purgatory. In this life the 
treasures of redemption were open to them. They could enrich 
themselves to their hearts’ content. They had access to prayer, 
to the sacraments, the sacrifice of the Mass; by every little act of 
self-denial, by every patient and faithful performance of their 

duties, they could merit for themselves an eternal reward. Death, 
meanwhile, snatched them away from this wealth of graces. And 
because they did not faithfully employ the time that had been 
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given them here, a dark, dreary prison was assigned to them, in 
which they sigh and lament in their misery and wretchedness. 
Now they also can call out to their surviving friends: “Ah, of all 
the possessions that were once at my disposal, nothing is left to me 
but this frightful prison, to pine away !” 


Mary, More Than All Others, Can Help the Poor Souls. 


Mary holds in her hand the key to the divine treasury. St. 
Bernardine says, “Mary has great power over purgatory.” Jesus 
Christ appointed her dispensatrix of His infinite merits. If the poor 
souls are worthy of the benefit, Mary can deliver them from their 
torments. Her power extends to the deepest depths of purgatory; 
but she exercises this power with individual souls in a manner, 
that Divine Justice is fully satisfied, and the mercy of her Son 
thereby celebrates a grandtriumph. Yes, Mary can deliver them. 

In an old book, Calendarium Mariae, a remarkable incident 
is related. At the time when the Turks were Still very powerful, it 
frequently happened that Christians were seized by Turkish pirates 
and dragged into captivity. Often they had to endure long years 
of severe imprisonment. In Germany there lived a pious widow 
who had an only son. He was a soldier and was taken captive in 
a battle with the Turks. The good mother had no money where- 
with to ransom her son, and thus a long life of martyrdom would 
have awaited him. But his pious mother took refuge to Mary, 
the perpetually helping mediatrix at the throne of God. She be- 
sought her with earnest petitions, and endeavored to make them 
effectual by daily little alms-deeds and by daily little sacrifices. 
This practice she continued several months having a firm confidence 
that Mary would find ways and means to set her son at liberty. 

It was the year 1323, the feast of St. Bartholomew. On this 
day her prayer was more fervent than ever. Yea, she said directly: 
“O Heavenly Mother, loosen today the fetters of my son and bring 
him back again to my arms!” Having said these words she felt 
wonderfully strengthened. It seemed to her that Mary had granted 
her petition. After several weeks her son really returned hale and 
hearty. She was beside herself with joy. When she inquired into the 
circumstances of his deliverance, he related the following: “It was 
on the feast of St. Bartholomew that my chains of their own accord 
fell from my hands. I saw no one around and the door was open. 
I felt impelled to take to flight, and thus under the protection of 
Mary, whom I had invoked daily, even hourly, I arrived here safe 
and well.” 
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If Mary can liberate an unfortunate person from a prison here 
on earth, she can certainly do so just as well from the prison in 
which souls who have passed into eternity must languish before 
they can enter the bliss of heaven. In case those who are in the 
place of purification, are not yet sufficiently susceptible of such a 
grace, Mary can alleviate their sufferings. 

The Blessed Virgin once appeared to St. Bridget (*FJuly 23, 
1373) and said, “I am the Mother of all the souls in purgatory. 
And all punishment due to them on account of their sins, are 
hourly being mitigated through my prayers.” 

In the book of Daniel we read that King Nebuchadonosor cast 
three youths into a fiery furnace because they refused to adore an 
idol; but an angel of the Lord descended into the furnace and 
cooled the flames. The poor souls are in a fire enkindled by the 
just wrath of God. The pains of purgatory surpass, according to 
the opinion of divines, all earthly torments. But behold, not an 
angel descends to them, but the Queen of Angels. Mary herself 
comes and cools the flames, she brings them consolation and en- 
couragement, refreshment, and finally deliverance. The Babylo- 
nian king beholding the miracle, called into the furnace, “Ye 
servants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither” 
(Daniel iii. 93). The same is experienced by the souls in purgatory 
if Mary, the all-powerful Mother, comes to their aid. The all- 
merciful God will also call out to these souls for whom she inter- 
cedes, “Come forth, ye my faithful servants, come forth from the 
consuming fire and come hither, come to eternal glory.” 


Mary Not Only Can Help, She Desires to Help, 
and in Reality Does Help. 


The Virgin most clement and loving feels heartfelt pity for the 
suffering souls, and longs for the redemption of these holy souls 
purchased by the precious blood of her Son. As on earth she 
sought her lost Child sorrowing, so in like manner she seeks the 
poor souls for heaven. She tries to deliver those especially, who 
on earth had a great devotion to her. The Church prays to Mary, 
“May all who call upon thy name, O Mary, experience thy power- 
ful aid.” Those who zealously venerate Mary, will, therefore, be 
the first to be released from purgatory. 

We read of St. Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, that one 
night having been overpowered by sleep after a long vigil of 
prayer, he beheld in his dream a boy standing on the sea-shore 
and casting a fishing-hook into the water. After a while he pulled 
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it out, and the saint saw that the picture of a beautiful woman was 
hanging on the hook, and that it had been fished out from the 
sea. Early in the morning the archbishop repaired to the cathe- 
dral. On his way thither he passed through the cemetery which 
surrounded the church. He there saw a boy — the same one he 
had seen in his dream — kneeling beside a newly made grave, 
praying and sobbing. The saint approached the child and inquired 
as to the cause of his grief. “Oh,” replied the boy, “my mother 
was buried here last week. Daily do I come here early in the 
morning, and on my knees and with tears beseech the Mother of 
God to release my mother from purgatory if she should still be 
suffering there.” 

From this St. Dunstan understood that Mary in answer to the 
child’s prayer had released the soul of his mother from the waters 
of tribulation, that is from purgatory. He therefore said to the 
boy, “My child, weep no more. In the name of God I announce 
to you that your mother has been released and has entered the 
home of eternal peace.” ’ 

Yea, Mary, thou powerful helper, let all experience thy help 
who call upon thy holy name. 


Since March 16, 1914, the parcel post service has been extended so as 
to include printed matter. Books exceeding 8 oz. in weight must therefore be 
sent at the regular zone rate, which means an additional expense to us, because 
the postage is thereby increased with distance and weight. Our books have been 
reduced to the lowest price possible, hence we kindly ask our friends to include 
postage to cover cost of transmission when they order printed matter. 

















SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT. 


An Excellent Remedy for 
Muscular Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


“ Any one suffering from neuralgia or rheumatism con- 
tracted by a cold, which is frequently the case during the 
damp, chilly weather, will act prudently by at once using 
our Santa Barbara Liniment. 


€ This Liniment is to be used only externally. For forty 
years it has proved a most effective remedy for rheumatic 
pains, neuralgia and stiffness in muscles and joints. 


“ For these ailments, Santa Barbara Liniment cannot 
be surpassed, and asa rule, effects a speedy and perma- 
nent cure, if used according to directions and at the proper 
time. For ordinary attacks one bottle suffices, but very 
severe cases may need two bottles. 

“ Weare in possession of many testimonials received 
during the last few years, expressing gratitude and ac- 
knowledging the efficaciousness of this Liniment. 

“| Every family ought to keep the Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment on hand as a home remedy, that it can be applied 


when any member has contracted rheumatism or neuralgia 
by a cold. 


“ Price per bottle $1.00. 
€ Can be procured genuine only from 
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